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INTRODUCTION


Addiction is an ever-increasing problem in modern society. Addiction is typically a life of escapism, an escape from a reality that grows more painful by the day. Addiction is also a life of slavery, a slavery to alcohol, other drugs, pleasure, things, etc. In our text, Paul says that a Christian should be addicted to Christ. This addiction involves an escape from sin’s penalty, sin’s power, and sin’s presence. There also should be an addiction to Christ by making Him Lord of all of life. Let us see how being addicted to Christ is similar to being addicted to drugs, etc.
I. AN ADDICT ALWAYS NEEDS A FIX.

1. A drug addict must have a fix, more drugs, or will experience withdrawal.

2. A believer must have a fix, a spiritual victory, or will experience loss of liveliness.

II. AN ADDICT HAS A DESIRE TO BE HIGH ALL OF THE TIME.

1. A drug addict needs to increase drug use just to have the same level of high.

2. A believer needs to experience more victories to maintain a spiritual high.

III. AN ADDICT KNOWS WHERE THE ACTION IS.

1. A drug addict knows where to find pushers in order to purchase drugs.
2. A believer knows that church is the place to find spiritual encouragement.

IV. AN ADDICT GOES WHERE THE ACTION IS.

1. A drug addict has a desperation that drives one to find more drugs.

2. A believer has the Spirit of God to draw one to spiritual renewal.

V. AN ADDICT SHOWS OTHERS WHERE THE ACTION IS.

1. A drug addict often sells, or promotes drug use to others, to support the habit.

It is likely a fulfillment of the proverb, “Misery loves company.”

2. A believer often “sells,” or promotes Jesus to others, to fulfill the faith.

It is a fulfillment of the Lord’s command, “Love one another.”
CONCLUSION


A drug addict is involved in a habit that ultimately will destroy self and others. The believer is involved in a habit that seeks to supply what others lack in their lives. A drug addict brings tragedy upon his or her family and deserves our understanding and prayerful support. The believer brings increased love and joy to the family and refreshes the spirit of all. Such persons deserve our praise and prayerful encouragement. Thus, I must ask you, “What are you addicted to?” Alcohol? Drugs? Pleasure? Things? Whatever? OR Jesus Christ? 
Illustration: A 29-year-old man had been an alcoholic & drug abuser for 12 years. He was in the process of losing his life to something he could not control. He found it impossible to have a healthy relationship with his parents, his brother, his girlfriend(s), everyone—including himself. He was addicted to self-destructive behavior. Then, God got his attention through an automobile accident. He was unable to eat solid food for six months because of a broken jaw. He realized he was hurting himself and might hurt someone else next time. He began to turn back toward God; and, over the process of the next couple of years, he became a new person. He was able to establish better relationships with family, friends, and even a girlfriend—whom he would later marry. He changed from a person addicted to drugs to a person addicted to Christ. What a terrific change occurred in his life! What a precious gift it was for all involved—especially his father, a preacher named Glenn Jent. I assure you that our God is in the life-changing business. If you need help, He can change you, too! 
